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June 21, 2024 

 

 
Andre Solymosi 
General Manager 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 
Delivered by email 
 
RE:  Levies and Request to Present at BCGGA AGM 
 
Andre; 
 
I am responding to your letter of May 29, 2024, as referenced above.   
 
I trust you have received your invitation to our Annual General Meeting (AGM), I believe Krista has 
sent all the Guest invitations by now.   
 
You are welcome to bring a communication from your Chair to the meeting, you could leave it on 
the table with Krista for the members to pick up when they sign in. 
 
You have expressed concerns regarding the funding of our Marketing Study.  Although we do not 
agree with your assertion that the levy proceeds collected by the Commission cannot be used to 
fund such a study, we confirm no levied funds have been allocated. You may recall that we started 
offering membership in the BCGGA to non-regulated producers in 2021.  We began collecting their 
membership dues in 2021 and have continued this practice, including for 2024.  Funding for the 
Marketing Study has been allocated from these membership dues. You should have copies of our 
Financial Statements for 2021 and 2022 which outline the revenues.  The Financial Statements for 
2023 will be available at the AGM and the Budget for 2024, also available at the AGM will contain 
information to date. 
 
You also mention these concerns have provoked a broader review of the funding provided by the 
Commission to the BCGGA and have attached an Appendix “A” for our review.  Armand Vander 
Meulen, the BCGGA Chair and I are available to host a face-to-face meeting with yourself and your 
Chair, Derek Sturko in our office boardroom to discuss the specified sections of the Research and 
Industry Development Agreement between the BCGGA and the BCVMC, in response to your first 
request.  
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I have attached a copy of the agreement with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and the 
“Marketing Study” that is being undertaken by MNP, the reconciliation as to how this project is being 
funded is outlined above, in response to your second request. 
 
Our decision regarding the distribution of a written communication from the BCVMC Chair is 
outlined above, in response to your third request. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Linda Delli Santi 
Executive Director 
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
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Engagement Letter for a British Columbia Greenhouse Vegetable Market Study 

February 21, 2024 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

February 21, 2024 

 

 

BC Greenhouse Growers' Association 

207 -15252 32nd Avenue 

Surrey, British Columbia V3Z OR? 

Dear Linda: 

Re: British Columbia Greenhouse Vegetable Market Study 

We are pleased to confirm the arrangements under which MNP LLP (MNP) will provide consulting 

services to BC Greenhouse Growers' Association (BCGGA). This letter and the attached terms and 

conditions comprise the terms of our engagement. 

Scope of Work 

It is our understanding that the BCGGA is looking for a market study which will include the role 

marketing oversight currently plays in the BC greenhouse vegetable market. The objectives of the study 

are to: 

• Conduct a review of current produce-focused marketing and marketing oversight support in

BC.

• Conduct a review of other greenhouse vegetable focused marketing and marketing oversight

mechanisms in other jurisdictions in Canada, including benefits and disadvantages.

• Develop recommendations on marketing and marketing oversight in BC based on research and

analysis findings.

Approach 

MNP will employ the following approach to complete this project. 

Phase 1: Review of Current State and Scan of Other Commissions 

Step 1.1 - Stage a Project Initiation Meeting 

We will conduct a project initiation meeting with the BCGGA to confirm the scope and desired outputs 

of the project. During this meeting, we will also confirm the project time frame, and reporting channels, 

and identify issues that need to be highlighted over the course of the project. 
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