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DELIVERED BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 

July 5, 2019 
 
To All Potato Producers and Designated Storage Crop Agencies, 
 

RE:  BULLETIN: Update - Prokam/IVCA/TF Reconsideration - Invitation for Written Submissions 

 
The Commission issued a bulletin on June 11th, 2019 inviting all potato producers and designated 
agencies to make submissions with respect to order 48.1.  
 

48.1 - Effective February 1, 2018, BCfresh is the designated Agency for Prokam. Prokam is to  
sign a GMA with BCfresh under the Agency’s standard terms. 

 
Furthermore, Persons making submissions: 

1) May address, among other things, any findings made by the BCFIRB concerning the 
Commission’s decision to designate BCfresh as the agency for Prokam; 

2) Are expected to specifically address, among other things, the Commission’s analysis as set out in 
its written decision and reasons therefor dated December 22nd, 2017, and as set out its written 
decision dated January 30th, 2018;  

3) May also make submissions concerning the possibility of granting a producer-shipper license to 
Prokam; and 

4) Are expected to specifically support their position with a S.A.F.E.T.I. analysis. 
 
The June 11th, 2019 notice can be found on the BCVMC website at the following link: 
http://www.bcveg.com/news-and-notices.html  
 
This due date for submissions will now be extended to July 19th, 2019 for the reason to follow. 
 
Subsequent to issuing the June 11th bulletin there has been a communication document shared with the 
Commission that may be relevant to submissions that stakeholders may wish to make on the 
reconsideration issue. This document is linked to the decision that was issued by the Commission Friday 
June 28th, 2019 that summarily dismissed the CFP Marketing Corporation (CFP) agency licence 
application and imposed a moratorium on agency and producer-shipper applications. Background on the 
subsequent information is provided below. 

 
BACKGROUND ON SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION 
 

• On February 29th, 2019, following a BCFIRB hearing presided over by BCFIRB Chair, John Les, the 
BCFIRB directed (in its appeal decision) the Commission reconsider its decision to issue order 48.1: 

 
48.1 - Effective February 1, 2018, BCfresh is the designated Agency for Prokam. Prokam is to sign 
a GMA with BCfresh under the Agency’s standard terms. 
 

• By letter dated April 10th, 2019, Thomas Fresh and Prokam made the following submission: 

http://www.bcveg.com/
http://www.bcveg.com/news-and-notices.html
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… we understand that there may be an application to approve the establishment of a new lower 
mainland Agency to which Prokam would, if approved, seek to be directed as an alternative to 
BCfresh or IVCA. Prokam’s position is that the timeline for submissions should include a date by 
which any application for a new Agency to which Prokam would request to be directed be made so 
that any such application may be considered together with the other alternatives for Prokam. 

 

• By letter dated April 23rd, 2019, the Commission stated: 
 

The Commission will not entertain submissions from any party concerning the possibility of directing 
Prokam to an agency that has not yet been approved or designated by the Commission. Any request 
that might be made by Prokam to transfer to another agency may only be made in relation to 
agencies that are approved and designated by the Commission. 

 
Subsequently, the Commission received an application from “CFP Marketing Corporation” for a new 
marketing agency. At that time, the Commission learned that Mr. Les, who was the presiding member of 
the panel that ordered the reconsideration of order 48.1, had joined CFP Marketing Corporation as a 
director, together with the principal Prokam. 
 
The application of CFP was summarily dismissed by the Commission. A copy of that decision is available 
here: http://www.bcveg.com/news-and-notices.html .  
 

• CFP has now appealed that decision to the BCFIRB. 
 

• On July 3rd, 2019, Mr. Les circulated a letter of resignation regarding his position as a director of CFP 
Marketing Corporation. The letter, a copy of which is attached in Appendix A, was copied to the 
Commission; to the Deputy Minister of Agriculture; and, to the BCFIRB. In that letter, Mr. Les 
expressed his view that: 

 
1. “the development of [CFP] has the potential of encouraging more BC domestic vegetable 

production, replacing foreign imports of all types, and providing for a more equitable 
marketing environment”; and 
 

2.  “CFP is entitled [to an agency licence]”. 
 
Though the Commission did not, and does not, want to “mix together” the agency application with the 
reconsideration process, the fact that the presiding member of the BCFIRB panel that had ordered the 
reconsideration has expressed the view that “CFP is entitled [to an agency licence]” could be relevant to 
submissions that stakeholders may wish to make on the reconsideration issue.  
 
Furthermore, in particular, because the letter of resignation was copied to the BCFIRB, it might also 
appear that the presiding member of the BCFIRB panel that ordered the Commission to reconsider its 
decision to direct Prokam to BCfresh, is now making submissions to the BCFIRB on the very issue over 
which he presided.  
 
The materials are circulated for the purpose of providing stakeholders with an opportunity to make 
comment on the content of the resignation letter to the extent that it may relate to the appeal and the 
reconsideration process. 

http://www.bcveg.com/news-and-notices.html
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REVISED SUBMISSION PROCESS 
 
The deadline for submissions is hereby extended to July 19th, 2019.   
 
Any stakeholder that has already made a submission may file a supplementary submission on this 
narrow issue no later than July 19th, 2019. 
 
Persons making submissions: 
 

5) May address, among other things, any findings made by the BCFIRB concerning the 
Commission’s decision to designate BCfresh as the agency for Prokam; 
 

6) Are expected to specifically address, among other things, the Commission’s analysis as set out in 
its written decision and reasons therefor dated December 22nd, 2017, and as set out its written 
decision dated January 30th, 2018;  
 
A copy of these BCVMC decisions can be found on the BCVMC website or at the following link:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/inr90ebuh87rz8a/AADRFblxJ4FrhAH0Z5HTHmRKa?dl=0 
 

7) May also make submissions concerning the possibility of granting a producer-shipper license to 
Prokam; and 

 
8) May also make submissions on the content of the resignation letter submitted by Jon Les to the 

extent that it may relate to the appeal and the reconsideration process; 
 

9) Are expected to specifically support their position with a S.A.F.E.T.I. analysis. 
 
Link to background information on S.A.F.E.T.I. (strategic, Accountable, Fair, Effective, 
Transparent, Inclusive) principles: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-
organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/bcfirb-
governance?keyword=S.A.F.E.T.I. 

 
Submissions that are received by the Commission will be provided to Thomas Fresh, Prokam and IVCA so 
that each may have the opportunity to make a brief reply to the submission before the matter is tabled 
before the Panel for consideration.  
 
Thomas Fresh, Prokam and IVCA reply submissions will be due Friday August 2nd, 2019.  
 

Please call me if you have any questions. Thank you. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Andre Solymosi 
General Manager 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/inr90ebuh87rz8a/AADRFblxJ4FrhAH0Z5HTHmRKa?dl=0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/bcfirb-governance?keyword=S.A.F.E.T.I
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/bcfirb-governance?keyword=S.A.F.E.T.I
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/boards-commissions-tribunals/bc-farm-industry-review-board/bcfirb-governance?keyword=S.A.F.E.T.I
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APPENDIX A 
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